
 

 

 

Practice News 
 

Renee Visits Central 

Australia! 
Our nurse Renee Masters 

recently took a well earned 

break in July to visit the red 

centre. Renee spent a month 

camping and traveling 

throughout central Australia 

with friends and family and 

had a wonderful time 

exploring the area. Welcome 

back Renee! 

 
 

Kay’s Repro Course  

Recently, our Vet Dr Kay 

Weller attended a course on 

the recent advances in small 

animal reproduction. Lectures 

were given by Dr Sandra 

Goericke-Pesch, a 

reproductive specialist from 

Germany. She covered many 

topics including the 

collection, chilling and 

freezing of semen, as well as 

reproductive physiology, 

breeding management, 

transcervical inseminations 

and whelping management.  

The most reassuring feature 

of the course was that there 

are very few techniques in 

small animal reproduction 

that we are not already 

implementing here. However 

there were some helpful tips 

to help fine tune our 

transcervical insemination 

technique, including 

information on the timing of 

insemination and the accurate 

evaluation of semen. We will 

be looking to implement this 

information in our repro work 

at Bowral Vets from now on.  

 

Congratulations Jess!  

We are excited to announce 

that Dr Jess Wallace, a recent 

veterinarian here at Bowral 

Vets has just had her third 

baby. Felix James Wallace 

was born on the 28
th

 July and 

both mum and bub are doing 

well.  

 

Sponsoring a Tiger 

The staff at Bowral Vets are 

personally sponsoring a Tiger 

through the World Wildlife 

Fund. This sponsorship helps 

care for animals in danger of 

becoming extinct and helps 

protect their environment. If 

you would also like to 

sponsor an animal, go to 

www.support.wwf.org.au/ado

pt-an-animal.html 

 

 
 

August Pet of the Month  

August’s Pet of the Month 

goes to “Lucy” Henderson, 

the extremely cute Cocker 

Spaniel puppy!! Lucy has 

won a bag of Hill’s dog food. 

If you want to enter your pet  

 

 

 

 

in “Pet of the Month” simply 

send in your photos or post 

them on the Bowral 

Veterinary Hospital 

Facebook page. Your furry 

loved ones photo will be 

displayed in the waiting room 

and winners are announced at 

the end of each month.  

 
 

Preparing Your Pet for a 

General Anaesthetic  

General anaesthetics are a 

common and necessary part 

of veterinary practice. They 

are used for elective 

procedures, such as desexing 

and dentals, as well as for 

emergency procedures.  

If your vet advises that your 

pet requires an anaesthetic, 

there are a few steps you will 

need to follow to help prepare 

your pet for anaesthesia. 

These include: 

1. Fasting – your pet 

will need to be fasted 

for 12 hours prior to 

an anaesthetic. There 

are exceptions to this 

rule, including rabbits 

and guinea pigs or 

pets with certain 

health conditions. 

Your vet will advise 
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you of these 

exceptions.  

2. Water – your pet 

should be allowed 

water up until the 

morning of the 

anaesthetic. Remove 

water early that 

morning before 

admitting to hospital.  

3. Current medications – 

if your pet is on 

medication, check 

with your vet if you 

need to administer it 

prior to admitting to 

hospital. You may 

also need to bring the 

medications with you 

when you drop your 

pet off.  

4. Things to bring with 

you when dropping 

off your pet – always 

bring your pet on a 

lead or restrained in a 

carry cage. If you are 

bringing a rabbit, rat, 

mouse, guinea pig or 

ferret, please bring 

some of their food as 

they must eat soon 

after the anaesthetic.  

 

Remember, when you 

pick your pet up 

following an anaesthetic 

they may be sleepier than 

normal. It is important 

they are kept warm and  

dry and are supervised at 

home following an 

anaesthetic.  

 

Kennel Cough  

In the last month we have 

seen an increase in the 

number of cases of kennel 

cough throughout the 

Southern Highlands. Kennel 

cough is a respiratory disease 

caused by both a bacteria 

(Bordetella bronchiseptica) 

and a virus (Parainfluenza 

virus).  

 

The disease is spread through 

respiratory droplets and close 

contact with infected dogs. 

Following exposure to the 

causative agents, clinical 

signs are usually seen within 

4-10 days and can last up to 3 

weeks. These clinical signs 

typically include: 

- goosehonk cough 

(non-productive) 

- sensitivity of the 

trachea 

They usually have a normal 

appetite and normal 

temperature 

Occasionally a more severe 

form of the condition can 

occur, typically in puppies 

and immunocompromised 

animals. These animals may 

develop fever, lethargy and 

respiratory distress along 

with coughing.  

 

A diagnosis of kennel cough 

is usually made based on 

clinical signs and a history of 

exposure to infected animals 

or recent visits to dog parks, 

dog kennels etc.  

 

Treatment of kennel cough 

involves both symptomatic 

treatment with cough 

suppressants, as well as 

antibiotics to control the 

bacterial component of the 

disease. In severe cases, 

bronchodilators to open up 

the airways may be indicated. 

Affected dogs should also be 

isolated from other dogs 

following development of 

clinical signs to prevent 

disease transmission.  

To prevent kennel cough, a 

yearly vaccination is 

available. Initially a 

vaccination is given followed 

by a booster 4 weeks later. 

The vaccination is then given 

annually thereafter. Vaccines 

should be given at least a 

week before entering into 

known risk areas (e.g. 

boarding kennels). 

Whilst vaccination is 

generally effective, it does 

not guarantee protection from 

kennel cough and other 

preventative measures such 

as isolation from affected 

dogs are still recommended. 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Tick Prevention – 

Scalibor® Collars 

There is a new tick collar on 

the market ready for the tick 

season throughout Spring and 

Summer. Scalibor® collars 

are a long acting collar, 

providing 3 months 

protection. The collar is safe 

for use in pups over 8 weeks 

of age and provides 

protection against both 

paralysis tick and brown dog 

ticks. However, this product 

is not safe for use in cats.  

The active ingredient takes 2-

3 weeks to become effective, 

so remember to apply the 

collar well in advance of 

entering a high risk area for 

ticks.  

 


